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The demand of flowers and ornamental plants is increasing day by day and a large number of
people in India earn their livelihood by either producing or marketing flowers and ornamental
plants. Floriculture business is expanding rapidly worldwide. Recognizing the importance of
ornamental plants in general and floriculture in particular, Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) initiated a major network programme on floriculture at National Botanical Research
Institute (NBRI), Lucknow. Research and development projects were started with the main objective
of promotion of floriculture in India. All research and developmental activities on floriculture are
essentially multi-disciplinary in nature and based on a conscious effort to interlink science and
society to promote sustainable development of floriculture. The main objective and efforts have
been made to take the research from laboratory to the field so that it can be applied at the grassroot
level for the benefit of the society. A long concentrated efforts of CSIR has so far resulted in a
number of success stories and the effort in this direction is continuing. The primary objective of
the article is to give a coherent and concise account of all floriculture work done at CSIR-NBRI
with an emphasis on recent developments.
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