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ARTICLE

DOMINANT FACTORS DETERMINING DIFFERENCES OF COVID-19
FATALITIES BETWEEN INDIA AND OTHER
LARGE-POPULATION REGIONS

SUDHAKAR YARLAGADDA!? AND SATYAKI KAR3

We analyze the Covid-19 mortality scenario in India and compare it with those in other large-
population regions such as Asia-excluding-China, Africa, European Union, South America, and
USA. We compare existing fatality data and offer an interpretation for low fatality based on
immunity due to endemic malaria and TB. We identify the hot climate in the past summer as a
possible cause for low death count in southern-hemisphere countries without endemic malaria
and TB. We also make India-specific observations for easing the lockdown and estimations for
the time required to attain herd immunity. Whatever optimism we present should be viewed as a
guarded optimism. There should not be room for complacency.
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