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Introduction

Developmental changes emerge within specilic
economic, social, and ideological contexts, and in tum
reshape the thinking und working ol institutions as well
as individuals. Literacy and more precisely, the scientilic
and technological hiteracy can bring aboul these positive
changes in an appropriate manner. The last two decades
have been characterized by the rapid development of new
scientific and technological advancements across a wide
range of fields. Access Lo these advancements is
distributed very unevenly within the country. Even people
in far flung areas often lack access not only o leading
edge technologies and modem scientific knowledge, but
also basic concepts of science and technology contronting
their day-to-day lives.

Overcoming problems ol aceess o these lechnologies
and knowledge is important for economic and social
development, but this miay not be seen i isolation. Unless
the “transfer of technology™ s amalgamated with
“communication ol science and technology™ or in other
terms “scientilic and technological literacy™, the overull
socio-economic development cannot be ensured. Concerted
and focussed efforts of science and technology
communication among various segments of people are
needed 1o achieve scientilic and technological literacy
speeding up the pace of developmental process in o desired
tform. This is an 1ssue which scientists, communicitors and
the public have Lo luke seriously.

Literacy Scene in India

Before attempling on scientific literacy, let’s have an
overview of hteracy scene m the country. The present
literacy among the population of seven years and above
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stands 65389
males

The corresponding ligures for literacy
and females are 75.85% and 54.16%
respectively, Hence, an increase of 13.17% from 52.21% in
1991 has been recorded. The increase ol lileracy among
males and females is 11.72 and 14.87% respectively. 11 1s o
madter of great satistaction that the gap in the rates of
miles and females literacy has minimized Irom 28.84%. in
1991 10 21.70% in 2001. One of the most signiticant aspects
is that for the first time since independence the ubsolule
numbers of illiterates have recorded a decline. The decline
15 as large as 31.96 million during last decade (1991-2001).
This decine was 21.45 nullion and 10.51 mullion among males
and Temales respectively. Kerala continued o lead with
90.92% literacy rate followed by Mizoram 88.49% and
Lakshadweep 87.52%  while Bihar hus been at the rear
with lowest lileracy rate ol 47.53%.

damong

The credil of these improving resulls goes o the
countrywide campaigns run by large number of
governmenl, non-governmenl organizations and
programmes like education tor all are likely 1o add o these
efforts enormously in near future as well. lliteracy has
been o great impediment on the way to achieving scientilic
literucy and now since the light against illiteracy has been
partly won, we can hope a literate and scientitically literate
India in the years o come. Programmes like Bharat Jun
Vigyan Jatha (BJV]), Bharat Jan Gyan Vigyan Jatha (BJGV])
and Mass Action for National Regeneration (MANR) have
significantly contributed 1o the cause of improving literacy
and scientilic literacy 1n the country.

Defining Scientific and Technological Literacy

It is lelt that Tor a sell-respecting citizen in today’s
world, merely being literate is not enough. He or she needs
to be scientifically and technologically Titerate as well.
However, unlike a universal delinition ol literacy, no such
definition of scientilic literacy is available. Even though
wuork in this direction has been going on in India and
abroad Tor over two decades or so.



