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ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION

INDIAN SCIENCE NEWS ASSOCIATION

The Indian Science News Association (ISNA) was founded by eminent scientists like Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Ray, Professor Meghnad Saha, Professor B. B. Ray, Professor N. R. Sen, Professor D. S.
Kothari and other stalwarts. The purpose was to promote diffusion of knowledge laying special stress on
the progress of scientific studies in India and abroad and advocating methodical application of science to
problems of national regeneration. With this objective in view, the ISNA has been publishing a journal
Science and Culture for more than last eighty nine years.

ISNA also organises seminars, symposia and training programme on Science Communication and Media
Practice to disseminate scientific knowledge and create awareness for the public.

ABOUT THE TRAINING PROGRAMME

Grooming Science Communicators

Present day India is a culmination of historical processes that dates back to the Indus civilization and
probably beyond. Scientific research has led to our progress and continues to ensure India’s prominent
position in the world of nations. However, it remains a great disadvantage for all of us that science, even
today in this country, remains largely confined to laboratories and universities. The dissemination of
scientific knowledge among the masses is an urgent necessity. The Indian Science News Association
(ISNA) took on its shoulders the responsibility of grooming those who would take science to the masses.
Since 1983 the organization has remained focused on conducting a certificate course on Science
Communication and Media Practice. ISNA has not only trained students but also produced books, videos,
CDs, etc. that continue to serve as effective study material for the trainees. The course includes lectures,
workshops, field visits, hands-on experience and orients the students in such a fashion that the learner gets
a good exposure to the unfolding secrets of science and technology as well as gains the ability to
communicate the same to the masses through print and audio visual media.

Outline of Course Contents

1. Communication and journalism

2. Media study

3. The art of writing and editing

4. Science communication through audio-visual media

5. The art of conducting Interview



6. Science, society and ethical issues

7. Science Communication through Social Media, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
8. Lectures on Eminent Indian Scientists and current topics of science

9. Classroom presentations, debates, slogan writing and workshops

10. Audio-visual documentary and Science Newsletter production

11. Interactive sessions, Projects, Visits and Feedbacks

Eligibility

Applicants should be either graduates in any stream or final year examinees. Those having interest in
science writing / reporting in newspaper / periodicals / electronic media / social media will be preferred.
Applicants will be selected after a written examination and counseling. The decision of the Organizing
Committee will be final regarding selection.

Duration of the Course

The duration of the course is about four months, June-September 2023, classes being held five- days a
week, including some Saturdays for workshops and visits. Visits may also be held on any weekday in
the day time. The classes will be held between 6.00 p.m. and 8.00 p.m. in the Rajabazar Science College
Campus of the University of Calcutta at 92, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata - 700 009.

Admission Procedure

The application form at Price a Rs. 100 for the course may be obtained from the office of the Indian
Science News Association, 92, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata - 700 009 downloaded from
ISNA website (Notice Board). The application form, duly filled in, should reach by May 15, 2023. Last
academic Certificate / Marksheet must be enclosed.

Certificate

Certificates will be issued at the end of the course to those who will qualify in the final examination, after
attending at least 80% classes and completion of class room presentation, the project assigned and
evaluated by the committee.
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The following activities were carried out under the XXXVI Training Programme on Science
Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024:

s XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024 held
between 16 June and 25 September, 2023.

% Birth Anniversary Celebration of Professor Meghnad Saha, Certificate Award Ceremony of the
XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024 and
the release of Volume 3, Issue 1 of e-Paper Scientifica Communica on 6™ October, 2023.

< Release of Bengali e-Paper Bigyan Kahon Volume 3, Issue 1 on 29" February, 2024.



A Report on the Activities of the XXXVI Training Programme on
Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024

Inauguration

The XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024 was
conducted by Indian Science News Association (ISNA). The inaugural ceremony of the XXXVI
Training Programme was held on 15 June, 2023 at 4.30 p.m. in the N.R. Sen Auditorium, University of
Calcutta, Rashbehari Siksha Prangan, Rajabazar Campus.

Many luminaries were present in this event both as speakers and guests. The programme was started by
officially welcoming the invited speakers. The first to speak was Shri Prasanta K. Bose, Chairman,
Training Programme. He gave a brief introduction to the course and also talked about late Professor
Biswapati Mukherjee who was the former Chairman of the programme. Next, Professor Manas
Chakrabarty, Honorary Secretary of ISNA, informed the gathering about the history of the organisation
and its significance. The organisation was founded in 1935 through the initiative of Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Ray, Professor Meghnad Saha and others. He also talked about how the society’s journal,
Science and Culture, has been running continuously since its first publication in June, 1935. The
training programme which was being inaugurated today was first introduced in 1983. The next speaker
was Dr. Rajarshi Mitra, Associate Professor and Head, Department of Environmental Science,
Vivekananda College, Thakurpukur. He focused his speech on how this course of which he was a
student more than twenty years back, completely changed the course of his life by equipping him with
several skills which proved to be very useful throughout his career. He stated that he would not be
where he is today if he had not joined the training programme. Veteran journalist and public relations
expert Mr. Biswarup Mukherjee was the next Guest of Honour to speak at the event. He recounted his
experiences in the field of science journalism and shared important insights about science
communication and the practices associated with it. After his talk, Swami Kamalasthananda Maharaj,
Principal of Ramkrishna Mission Vivekananda Centenary College, who was the Chief Guest, delivered
his speech. He started off by recounting some fascinating events from his own life as a student and went
on to talk about the nature of science and science communication. After this, the students who joined
the XXXVI Training Programme were handed out bags containing certain materials pertaining to the
organisation and the programme.

The last speech was the Third Professor Biswapati Mukherjee Memorial Lecture which was delivered
by Dr. Atanu Pal, Assistant Professor, Department of Nephrology, Ex-Assistant Professor, Department
of Rheumatolgy, Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education and Research (IPGME&R) and SSKM
Hospital. The theme of this speech was the linkage between Ayurveda and Allopathy and the
trajectories of their development. Dr. Pal highlighted how Ayurveda, like modern medical science, also
has specialisations, although in lesser numbers. He traced the history of the growth and development of
both these bodies of knowledge and stressed on the importance of detoxification and prevention of
diseases through ayurvedic means. He expressed his hope that in the future both these corpuses of
knowledge could be drawn upon to make medical science more effective, instead of viewing ayurveda
and allopathy at odds with each other. The programme was presided over by Professor Sudhendu
Mandal, Editor-in-Chief of Science and Culture. He stressed on the significance of communicating and
spreading scientific knowledge and temperament and also gave some interesting snippets from history



related to the cultivation of science. Throughout the event, all the guests were introduced by Dr. Amit
Krishna De, Honorary Secretary of ISNA and Convener, XXXVI Training Programme 2023-2024.

The event, which saw the congregation of various personalities linked to science and science
communication, along with students, ended with the vote of thanks delivered by Professor Prabir Kumar
Saha, Honorary Treasurer, ISNA.

Brief Report on the Training Imparted

Classes

Twelve students were enrolled in the course.

Fifty five theoretical classes were held during this period.

The classes started form 16 June, 2023 and ended with a final examination held on
25" September, 2023 (Blended mode).

Workshops

Eight workshops were arranged on the following topics:

1. | 05/07/2023 Science Dr. T.V. online
to Communication Venkateswaran and

08/07/2023 | through Social Media | Mrs. Jyoti Singh

2. | 22/07/2023 Audio-visual Content | Mrs. Jhumur Datta Sister

Creation Gupta, Nivedita University,
(Documentary Shri Satyajit Kolkata.
Production) Samanta

Shri Souvik Sur

3. | 09/08/2023 Science Dr. Sima University of Calcutta,
Communication Mukhopadhyay Rashbehari Siksha Prangan
through Puppetry

4. | 20/08/2023 | World Photography Dr. Arnab Kumar Vijoygarh Jotish Ray
Day Banerjee College

5. | 09/09/2023 Developing a Tabloid | Dr. Arnab Kumar Vijoygarh Jotish Ray
Based on Science Banerjee College
News and Features

6. | 15/09/2023 Digital Tools, Fact- Shri Joydeep University of Calcutta,
checking & Source Dasgupta Rashbehari Siksha Prangan

Verification




Visits Museums, Media Houses and Scientific Institutes

During this period visits to the various important Scientific Centers, Museums and
Media Centers were arranged as follows:

) Acharya P.C. Ray Museum at University of Calcutta, Rashbehari Siksha Prangan, Kolkata
i) Acharya Satyendra Nath Bose Museum at Bangiya Bijnan Parishad, Kolkata

i) Birla Industrial and Technological Museum (BITM), Kolkata

iv) The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

V) National Library, Kolkata

Vi) Calcutta Police Museum, Kolkata

vii) CID West Bengal

viii)  Zoological Garden, Alipore

iX) Science city, Kolkata

Meet the Scientists

To acquire practical knowledge as a part of the course, arrangements were made for the students to meet
renowned scientists and take their interviews. Students met many dignitaries, stated below, and got the
opportunity to take their interviews:

i) Dr. Sumitra Chaudhuri, President, Bangiya Bigyan Parishad

i) Shri Anurag Kumar, Director, Science City

iii) Dr. Subhabrata Roychaudhuri, Founder Secretary, Science Association of Bengal
iv) Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

V) Shri Abhijit Bardhan, General Secretary, Science Communicators Forum

The students participated in the following programmes:

» Celebration of the Foundation Day of ISNA

» Seminar on the occasion of the Birth Centenary Celebration of Gopalasamudram Narayanan
Ramachandran at The Asiatic Society

» Ninth Professor Asima Chatterjee Foundation Oration at Meghnad Saha Auditorium,
University of Calcutta

Debate Competition
Debate competition was arranged for the participants.
Topic: Social Media Help Children More Than Print Media

After completing the scheduled classes and visit programmes, examinations were
held in three steps.

Examination
There were three types of examination as follows:



i) Class Room presentation through Power Point
i) Project Writing
iii) Final written examination

The final examination was held on 25" September, 2023. The results were declared on 6™ October,
2023 in the Certificate Award programme.

Birth Anniversary Celebration of Professor Meghnad Saha, Certificate Award
Ceremony of the XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and
Media Practice 2023-2024 and the release of Volume 3, Issue 1 of e-Paper Scientifica
Communica

Indian Science News Association (ISNA) paid homage to Professor Meghnad Saha, a pivotal founder
Secretary of ISNA, and Editor of the journal Science and Culture, on the 6th October, 2023 in the N.R.
Sen Auditorium, University of Calcutta, Rashbehari Siksha Prangan, Rajabazar Campus. It was
organized as a part of the XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice
(TPSCMP) 2023-2024.

At the outset, Dr. Amit Krishna De, an Honorary Secretary of ISNA, informed the audience about the
main reason for holding the programme. Dr. De, being the Convener of the XXXVI TPSCMP 2023-°24,
stated about the activities of the Training Programme in every year since 1983. In a brief speech, Shri
Prasanta K Bose, the Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the TPSCMP, delivered welcome
address and talked about Professor Saha’s contribution towards the development of free India. His short
but valuable speech impressed the audience.

The next speaker was Professor Manas Chakrabarty, another Honorary Secretary of ISNA. In a very
emotional way he narrated how Professor M.N. Saha became a member of India’s intelligentsia.
Professor Chakrabarty also spoke about the creation of ISNA and Science and Culture by M.N. Saha,
along with Acharya P.C. Ray and others, his writings on river management, railway construction,
India’s need for power development, etc. in Science and Culture, his criticisms of the science policies of
the Indian Government, and his role to create the National Planning Committee. He also mentioned
briefly on Saha’s accomplishments in thermodynamics, spectroscopy and quantum theory. Professor
Anirban Kundu, Department of Physics, University of Calcutta, was the next speaker. He mentioned
that M.N. Saha joined Calcutta University as a Professor in 1916. Sir Taraknath Palit contributed a huge
amount of money for the construction of a laboratory within Rajabazar Science College Campus. In that
laboratory, Professor Saha prepared a cyclotron machine, which opened a new path in the field of
research of Science. He was the pioneer in the field of Astrophysics in India and was the first to inform
the world that the stars of the sky always follow the rules of Physics. Professor Saha was instrumental in
making Allahabad University a centre of excellence in scientific research. Professor Kundu also
explained Saha’s original theory on Sun’s atomic structure.



The Chief-Guest Professor Anupam Basu, Raja Ramanna Chair Professor of Jadavpur University and
Professor of Sister Nibedita University, very humbly told that Saha and other scientists were involved in
research and education and were dedicated freedom fighters too. He mentioned that Professor Saha was
a diligent scientist and wholeheartedly worked for his country with his head held high to make
important contributions to Science and Technology. In a very depressing mood, he told that the shadow
of these great scientists is becoming hazy amongst the new generation. He encouraged students in the
audience to know and follow Professor Saha’s footsteps and work laboriously for the betterment of
science. He gave emphasis on the hands-on experiments for the students. Then Dr. Basu released
volume 3, issue 1 of the e-paper Scientific Communica.

Indian Science News Association humbly felicitated Professor S.K. Talapatra and Dr. Balaram
Majumder, the two most senior members of ISNA, with ‘Uttariyo, Memento and a sapling’ for their
long association with and fruitful contribution to ISNA and its activities.

The successful students of the XXXVI TPSCMP were given certificates on this occasion.

The main attraction was the extempore speech competition for the school students. ‘Amar Chokhe
Meghnad Saha’ was selected as the topic of extempore speech in memoriam of Professor Saha. The
students of Haryana Vidyamandir and Dumdum Ananda Ashram Sarada Vidyapith participated in the
competition. Debarpan Ghosh from the former school and Samadrita Nayak and Moumita Acharya from
the latter school made their mark in the speech and grabbed the first three positions. At last Professor
Bikash K. Chakrabarti, Vice-President of ISNA and Ex-Director and Professor of Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics, delivered a speech on SINP. The whole programme was anchored by Tithi Roy and
Dr. Saikat Kumar Basu, ex-students of TPSCMP.

Release of Bengali e-Paper Bigyan Kahon Volume 3, Issue 1 on 29" February, 2024

Indian Science News Association observed National Science Day 2024 on the 29th February, 2024 at
4.30 p.m. in the N.R. Sen Auditorium, University of Calcutta, Rashbehari Shiksha Prangan, Rajabazar
Science College. The theme for the Science Day 2024 was ‘Indigenous Technologies for Vikshit
Bharat’. Dr. Indranil Sanyal, former Director, National Council of Science Museums (HQ) was the
Guest of Honour. The programme was presided over by Prof. (Mrs.) Julie Banerji, a Vice-President of
ISNA and former Khaira Professor and Head of the Department of Chemistry, University of Calcutta.

The programme started with the Welcome Address by Professor Manas Chakrabarty, Honorary
Secretary, ISNA. Professor Chakrabarty briefly stated about the glorious past, the motto and the current
activities of ISNA. In mid-1935, ISNA was established by erudite educationists and science lovers like
Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray (its founder President), Shri Shyama Prasad Mookerjee, Sir U.N.
Brahmachari and Shri S.C. Law (the three Vice-Presidents), Dr. Meghnad Saha and Professor Bidhu
Bhusan Ray (the two Secretaries) and Shri Nikhil Ranjan Sen (the Treasurer). He mentioned about the



publication of Science and Culture, a bi-monthly magazine of ISNA since June, 1935 uninterruptedly
till date and about the 12-week-long ‘Training Course on Science Communication and Media Practice’
since the mid-1980s. The dream of the founders of ISNA to publish a journal for school students and a
vernacular journal was partially fulfilled by publishing two e-journals - Scientifica Communica in
English and Bigyan Kahon in Bengali. Prof. Chakrabarty further informed the audience that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced (Dec. 11, 2023) about ‘Vikshit Bharat @ 2047, Voice of Youth’
through video conference, and that the theme ‘Indigenous Technologies for Vikshit Bharat’ for the NSD
2024 was announced by the Union Minister Shri Jitendra Singh on the 6" February, 2024. The four
pillars of Vikshit Bharat, he told, are the youth, the poor, the women and the farmers. The vision of
Vikshit Bharat is the development in these four areas by 2047, the hundredth year of India’s
independence. Three technologies were transferred to 12 industries. These are: Al-based Thermal
Camera, CNOS Camera and Fleet Management System.

The Vol. 3, Issue 1 of Bigyan Kahon and Vol. 90, Issue 1-2, 2024 of Science and Culture were formally
released by the two respective Editors, viz. Shri Prasanta K Bose, the Chairman of the Training
Programme, and Professor Sudhendu Mandal. Shri Bose stated about the genesis of the two e-journals
and invited members of the audience to submit articles for these e-journals that are gaining increasing
popularity. Professor Mandal informed the audience about the content of the particular issue of Science
and Culture.

Dr. Indranil Sanyal, the Chief Guest, started his speech by referring to the outstanding discovery by
Prof. C.V. Raman. He described that period as the golden age of Indian science. He mentioned about the
initiation of colonial science at The Asiatic Society and the contributions of the Botanical Survey of
India, the Geological Survey of India, the Calcutta Medical College, etc. in the development of Indian
science. He told that the establishment of the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science and
Science College were two landmark stepping stones in this direction. Individual contributions by
stalwarts like Raja Rajendralal Mitra, Prof. Jagadish Chandra Bose, Prof. Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanabis and Sir Asutosh Mookerjee catalysed Indian science. He talked about Nehru’s vision to
develop India on scientific basis and the contributions of scientists like Dr. Homi Jehangir Bhabh and
others to fulfil this vision. He stated that the making of the new nation is dependent on the western
scientific research and technology, but at present the Indian Government is promoting indigenous
technologies. He mentioned that India has a rich heritage of great scientific and technological
knowledge, especially in Mathematics, Surgery, Astronomy and Architecture. He cited examples in
support and concluded his lecture with the hope of a bright future for India.

The next speaker was Prof. Julie Banerji who elaborated on the contribution of Raman Effect and the
importance of observation of the National Science Day. She stated that the day is celebrated across
India through lectures, radio and TV programmes, science movies, quiz competitions, making of models
in various schools, colleges, technical and scientific institutions in India. She particulaly mentioned
about the Science Day themes from 2018 to 2023 and put special emphasis on the theme of 2024. She
concluded her talk by highlighting the scientific achievements of India, viz. more than 90,000 patents
filed in 2023, S&T ecosystem, Artificial Intelligence, Astronomy, Semiconductor, Biotechnology,
Chandrayan 3, vaccine development, INS-Vikrant, DRDO, Bharat Biotech Covaxin and quantum
technology.



The next speaker was Dr. Rupali Gangopadhyay, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry, Sister
Nivedita University. In her speech, she explained the importance of the National Science Day and its
various themes. She spoke about the benefit of indigenous technology and the use of indeginous
knowledge to improve upon the lives of humankind. In her view, the extraction of scientific knowledge
from ancient days and making creative use of it are very much important for today’s India. She cited
examples of traditional things like dheki, pillow made of mustard seed, natural dye, primitive
irrigational methods, various ingredients of fishing, organic farming, etc., all of which are still relevant
in modern India.

The next event was the Prize distribution of ‘National Level Inter-College and University Poster
Competition” on ‘Indigenous Technology for Vikshit Bharat’, held at Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College.
Dr. Arnab Kumar Banerjee and Dr. Shilajit Barua of Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College along with the
dignitaries on the dais distributed the Prizes.

Ms. Manavi Jaiswal and Ms. Megha Chowdhury from the JIS University grabbed the 1st Prize. The title
of their poster was ‘Bioplastics - Panacea in the Era of Microplastics’. Shri Rudra Sankar Karmakar
from Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College got the 2nd Prize for his poster titled ‘Innovative Approaches to
Arsenic Removal: Harnessing Biochar and Microbial Insights’. The 3rd Prize went to Sk. Hazikul Alam
and Shri Debjit Goswami of Mankar College for their poster ‘Third Eye for Blind Person’. ‘Special
Appreciation Award’ went to Ms. Deblina Jana from Scottish Church College for her poster ‘Vascular-
specific Expression of GUS and GFP Reporter Genes in Transgenic Potato Plants’, Ms. Rajyashree
Basu and Ms. Diya Ghosh from Lady Brabourne College for their poster ‘India’s Newest Breakthroughs
in Science and Technology: Health, Environment and Agriculture’, Ms. Kankana Mondal, Dum Dum
Motijheel College and Ms. Pramita Biswas from Barasat Government College for their poster ‘Climate
Change’ and Ms. Sourima Pal from Techno International, New Town for her poster ‘Building a resilient
Bharat with Technology made in India!’.

At the end of the programme, the vote of thanks was given by Prof. Prabir Kumar Saha, the Honorary
Treasurer of ISNA.



XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024

(15™ June 2023 to 25™ September, 2023)

15'Week
15/06/2023 Inauguration
and
Third Professor Biswapati Mukherjee Memorial Lecture
16/06/2023 A B C of Science Communication
Shri Prasanta K. Bose, Chairman, XXXVI Training Programme Former Chief
Media Advisor, ER, American Centre
2" Week
19/06/2023 Audio Script Writing
Dr. Manas Pratim Das, All India Radio, Kolkata
20/06/2023 Career Opportunities in Science Communication
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Honorary Secretary, ISNA; Convener, XXXVI Training
Programme Former Advisor, ISCA
21/06/2023 What it takes to Communicate Science
Dr. T.V. Venkateswaran, Scientist ‘F’, Vigyan Prasar, DST, Govt. of India
22/06/2023 History of Science Communication: In India as well as in the World
Dr. Sabyasachi Chattopadhyay, Department of History, University of Kalyani
23/06/2023 Basics of Science Communication
Shri Prasanta K. Bose, Chairman, XXXVI Training Programme, Former Chief
Media Advisor, ER, American Centre
3" Week
26/06/2023 Communication for Development of Society
Shri Samir Goswami, Ex-Chief Public Relation Officer Eastern Railway &
Course Coordinator, Roopkala Kendro
27/06/2023 Traditional Media
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Honorary Secretary, ISNA; Convener, XXXVI Training
Programme, Former Advisor, ISCA
28/06/2023 Writing Style
Dr Manas Pratim Das, All India Radio, Kolkata
29/06/2023 Holiday (Id-uz-Zoha)
30/06/2023 Scientific Temperament
Shri Subir Ghosh, Former Journalist and Public Relations Practitioner
01/07/2023 Visit: S.N. Bose Museum, Bangiya Bigyan Parishad at 2.30 p.m.

and
Meet: Dr. Sumitra Chaudhuri, President, Bangiya Bigyan Parishad at 3.30 p.m.




41 \Week

03/07/2023 New Media
Dr. Buroshiva Dasgupta, Director, School of Media Communications Fine
Arts & Design, Sister Nivedita University
04/07/2023 Training on Digital Safety and Online Security
Shri Jaydeep Dasgupta, Editor News Sense, Trainer, GNI India Training
Network
05/07/2023 Workshop on Science Communication through Social Media
to
08/07/2023 Dr. T.V. Venkateswaran Mrs. Jyoti Singh
Scientist F Communication Officer
Vigyan Prasar, DST National Rabies Control Program
National Center for Disease Control
5t Week
10/07/2023 Improving Science Communication by the Tools of Digital Media
Dr. Bakul Srimany, Dept of Journalism and Mass Communication, Vijaygarh
Jyotish Ray College
11/7/2023 Science Writing
Shri Pathik Guha, Renowned Writer, Anandabazar Patrika
12/07/2023 Celebration of the Foundation Day of ISNA
Wednesday, 12" July, 2023 at 4.00 p.m.
in the N.R. Sen Auditorium,
University of Calcutta,
Rashbehari Siksha Prangan, Rajabazar Campus,
92, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kolkata-700009
13/7/2023 Challenges of Communicating Science
Professor Sankasashis Mukherjee, Department of Nutrition, West Bengal State
University
14/07/2023 Podcast

Dr. Bakul Srimany, Dept of Journalism and Mass Communication, Vijaygarh
Jyotish Ray College




6" Week

17/07/2023 Visit: Acharya P.C. Ray Museum at University of Calcutta, Rashbehari Siksha
Prangan, Rajabazar Campus at 3.00 p.m.
and
Acharya P.C. Ray
Professor Manas Chakrabarty, Honorary Secretary, ISNA and Formerly,
Professor of Bose Institute
18/7/2023 Visit: Birla Industrial & Technological Museum (BITM), 19A, Gurusaday
Road Kolkata — 700 019 from 11.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
19/07/2023 Media Law and Ethics including Environment Law
Dr. Ratul Datta, Assistant Information Officer, Information & Cultural Affairs
Dept, Govt. of West Bengal
20/7/2023 History and Recent Advances in Cancer Research
Dr. Soumitra Kumar Choudhuri
Formerly, Emeritus Medical Scientist, ICMR and HoD, IVCCC, CNCI, Kolkata
21/07/2023 Organic Farming
Dr. Paritosh Bhattacharyya, Advisor- Scope Organic Informatics, Ex-Director,
National Centre of Organic Farming, Min. of Agriculture, Govt. of India
22/7/2023 Workshop on Audio-visual Content Creation (Documentary Production)
Sister Nivedita University at 11.00 a.m.
Mrs. Jhumur Datta Gupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism, Sister Nivedita University
Shri Satyajit Samanta, Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication
and Journalism, Sister Nivedita University
Shri Souvik Sur, Faculty, Department of Mass Communication and Journalism,
Sister Nivedita University
7™ Week
24/07/2023 Geographical Aspects of Information in Media Practice
Professor Lakshminarayan Satpati, Director, UGC- Human Resource
Development Centre, University of Calcutta
25/7/2023 Visit: Calcutta Police Museum at 3.00 p.m.
and
Introduction to Science Journals
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Honorary Secretary, ISNA; Convener, XXXVI Training
Programme, Former Advisor, ISCA
26/07/2023 Life and Works of P.C. Mahalanobis and Contribution to Development of




Computers in ISl
Professor Devaprasanna Sinha, Former Director, CAD CAM Consultants Pvt.
Ltd, Kolkata

2717/2023 Science, Society Ethical Issues
Dr. Arun Kumar Chakraborty, Former Director, National Library
28/07/2023 Writing Science for Neo-literates
Dr. Sima Mukhopadhyay, Science Communicator
29/07/2023 Holiday (Muharram)
8" Week
31/7/2023 Visit to Science City at 11.00 a.m.
and
Meet Shri Anurag Kumar, Director, Science City, Kolkata
01/08/2023 Cholera and Contributions of Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis
Dr. Manoj Kumar Chakrabarti, Formerly, Emeritus Scientist
ICMR-National Institute of Cholera and Enteric Diseases
02/08/2023 History of Moon Mission
Dr. K. Muraleedharan, President, ISNA and Former Director, CSIR-CGCRI,
Kolkata; CSIR-Emeritus Scientist, C-MET, Thrissur
03/08/2023 Life and Works of Some Eminent Scientists
Professor Syamal Chakrabarti, Formerly, Department of Chemistry, University
of Calcutta
04/08/2023 How to Prepare Projects
Professor Syamal Chakrabarti, Formerly, Department of Chemistry, University
of Calcutta
ot Week
07 /08/2023 Global Warming and Climate Change at 4.30 p.m.
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Honorary Secretary, ISNA; Convener, XXXVI Training
Programme, Former Advisor, ISCA
08/08/2023 Geopolitics of Climate Change and its Impact on Biodiversity of Conservation
Shri Saikat Kumar Basu, Lethbridge University, Canada
09/08/2023 Workshop on Use of Puppetry in Science Communication at 11.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m. Dr. Sima Mukhopadhyay, Science Communicator
and
Debate: Social Media helps Children more than Print Media to Learn Science at 5.00 p.m.
5.00 p.m. Judges: Shri Sayan Saha, Sk Jinnat Ali, Mr. Hashim Abdul Halim Barkati
10/08/2023 Journey of Ayurveda: Ancient to Recent Avenue

Professor Tuhin Kanti Biswas, Department of Kayachikitsa, J.B. Roy State
Ayurvedic Medical College




11/08/2023

Ganga Pollution
Professor Manas Chakrabarty, Honorary Secretary, ISNA and Formerly, Professor
of Bose Institute

12/08/2023 Art of Science Communication with Special Reference to Documentary Films
Shri Nimesh Kapoor, Scientist ‘E” & Head, Science Films Division, Vigyan Prasar,
DST, Govt. of India
10t Week
14 /7/2023 Visit to National Library
15 /08/2023 Holiday (Indian Independence Day)

16 /08/2023

Preparation of Scientific Reports
Dr. Minakshi De, Former Professor of Surendranath College, Kolkata

17/08/2023 Online Meet with Dr. Subhabrata Roychaudhuri, Founder Secretary, Science
Association of Bengal
18/08/2023 Importance of Wetland
Dr. Tapan Saha, Treasurer, Bangiya Bijnan Parishad, Kolkata
19/08/2023 No Class
20/08/2023 Workshop and Exhibition on World Photography Day
at Vijoygarh Jotish Ray College
11™ Week
21 /8/2023 Visit to The Asiatic Society at 3.00 p.m.
and
Meet: Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic Society at
4.30 p.m.
22 /08/2023 Change in Profession Due to Changing Environment

Mrs. Arpita Chakraborty, Science Communicator

23 /08/2023

Science and Theatre
Dr. Srabanti Basu, Professor of Heritage Institute of Technology

24/08/2023 The Bee Pandemic and It’s Impact on our Ecology and Economy
Shri Saikat Kumar Basu, Lethbridge University, Canada

25/08/2023 Online Meet with Shri Abhijit Bardhan, General Secretary, Science
Communicators Forum

26/08/2023 Generative Al for Science Communicators

Shri Asish Das, Press Institute of India




121 Week

28 /8/2023 Sustainable Development
Dr. Junaid Jibran Jawed, Presidency University, Kolkata
29 /08/2023 Discussion related to Classroom Presentation
30 /08/2023 Science Communication for Sustainable Tribal Development
Dr. S.B. Roy, Chairman, Indian Institute of Bio-Social Research and Development
(IBRAD)
31/08/2023 How to Prepare Projects
Professor Syamal Chakrabarti, Formerly, Department of Chemistry, University of
Calcutta
01/09/2023 Women Scientists
Dr. Sumitra Chaudhuri, President, Bangiya Bigyan Parishad
02/09/2023 Visit to CID
and
Identification Through Handwriting
Shri Ujjwalendu Mukherjee, CID West Bengal
13™ Week
04 /09/2023 Power Point Presentation 1
and
Finalisation of Mentors for Projects
Judges: Shri Koustav Bhowmik, Shri Chandan Kumar Patra, Shri Bibhas Kumar
Adak and Shri Sanjoy Sekhar Ghosal
05 /09/2023 Editing a Newspaper
Ms. Ishani Dutta Roy, Editor, Ananabazar Patrika
And
Generation, Uses and Conservation of Electricity
Shri Debabrata Dey, Former Executive Director WBPDCL and Chief Advisor
NWEPDI
06 /09/2023 Holiday (Janmastami)
07/09/2023 Water Crisis, Rainwater Harvesting and Water Conservation
Dr. Tapan Saha, Treasurer, Bangiya Bijnan Parishad, Kolkata
08/09/2023 Production and Applications of VVaccines




Professor Kaustub Panda, Department of Biotechnology and Dr. B.C. Guha Centre for
Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology, University of Calcutta

09/09/2023 Workshop on Developing a Tabloid Based on Science News and Features
at Vijoygarh Jotish Ray College
14™ Week
11/09/2023 Power Point Presentation 2
Judges: Shri Krishnendu Rath, Shri Abhishek Chakraborty and
Shri Sandipan Chatterjee
12 /09/2023 Health Reporting
Dr. Sujata Mukherjee, Ei Samay Online and Health Writer
13 /09/2023 Visit to Zoo
14/09/2023 The Asiatic Society
15/09/2023 Workshop on Digital Tools, Fact-checking & Source Verification
Shri Joydeep Dasgupta, Trainer - AAJA and GNI, Editor, News Sense
16/09/2023 Workshop on Developing a Tabloid Based on Science News and Features
at Vijoygarh Jotish Ray College
15" Week
18/09/2023 Holiday
19 /09/2023 Winding up on Science Communication
Dr. Resmi Naskar, HoD and Assistant Professor, Department of Mass
Communication, St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata
Birds of Kolkata
Professor (Dr.) Mrityunjoy Chatterjee, Eminent Journalist, Writer and Corporate
Trainer
20 /09/2023 Science Communication through Photography
Shri Kallol Basak, Assistant Central Intelligence Officer, Central Forensic Science
Laboratory
21/09/2023 Production and Applications of VVaccines
Professor Kaustubh Panda, Department of Biotechnology and Dr. B.C. Guha Centre
for Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology, University of Calcutta
22/09/2023 Professor Uday Maitra, Honorary Professor, Department of Organic Chemistry

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore

will ~ deliver the NINTH PROFESSOR ASIMA CHATTERJEE FOUNDATION
ORATION on 22" September, 2023, Friday, 2 p.m. in Meghnad Saha Auditorium,
University of Calcutta, 92, A.P.C. Road, Kolkata — 700 009

PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUESTED TO REACH MEGHNAD SAHA



https://aaja-asia.org/
https://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/
https://newssense.in/

AUDITORIUM, UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA, 92, APP.C. ROAD, KOLKATA —
700 009 ON 22NP SEPTEMBER, 2023 at 01.45 p.m.

16" Week
24/09/2023 Workshop on Developing a Tabloid Based on Science News and Features
at Vijoygarh Jotish Ray College
25/09/2023 Examination

List of Final Participants of XXXVI Training Programme on Science

Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024

Shri Koushik Saha , Kathgola Para, Post Katwa, Dist Purba Bardhanaman, Pin 713130
(W.B.), M: 7509182195, e-mail: koukri@gmail.com

Mrs. Malabika Sengupta, A 5/5 Karunamoyee Housing Estate, Sector-2, Salt Lake, Kolkata
-700091, M: 8240904083 / 9833450701, e-mail: mlbk.sngpta@gmail.com

Shri Abhishek Datta, B-12/212, Kalyani, Nadia, West Bengal, Pin-741235, M:
8697461350, e-mail: abhishekdattal892@gmail.com

Ms. Bratati Barik, Basudevpur, Arambag, Hooghly (WB), Pin-712601, M: 8240504880 /
9434973214, e-mail: bratati.barik072@gmail.com

Shri Arnab Kanti Dhara, Vill + P.O. Madhabpur, P.S. Bhupatinagar, Dist East Midnapore,
Pin-721626, M: 9330511277 / 9775047774, e-mail: arnabkanti508 @gmail.com

Ms. Urbi Roy, 42, Banerjee Lane, Ranaghat, Nadia, Pin-741201, M: 8371039678, e-mail:
urbiroy397 @gmail.com

Shri Shubhankar Kundu, 418/1, Sthirpara, Mathpara, P.O- Mondalpara, P.S. Bhatpara,
Dist-North 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin-743127, M: 7980159894, e-mail:
shubhankar1996kunddu@gmail.com

Ms. Sanchalita Bhattacharyya, 21/1 Bazarlane, Rahapara, P.O. Bhatpara, North 24Pgs,
Pin-743121, WB, India, M: 8335850784, e-mail: sanchalitabhattacharyya@gmail.com

Ms. Tritisha Das, A-12/2/3, Balika Abason, Newtown, Kolkata — 700007, M: 8016192293,
e-mail: tritishamampu@gmail.com
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MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE

INDIAN SCIENCE NEWS ASSOCIATION

President:

Vice-Presidents:

Honorary Secretaries:

Honorary Treasurer:

Editors, Science and Culture:

Members:

Dr. K. Muraleedharan
Professor S. K. Talapatra
Professor (Mrs.) Julie Banerji
Professor Bikas K. Chakrabarti
Professor Dhrubajyoti Chattopadhyay
Professor Basab Chaudhuri

Dr. Anil K. Rajvanshi
Professor Manas Chakrabarty
Dr. Amit Krishna De

Professor Prabir Kumar Saha
Professor Sudhendu Mandal, Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti
Professor Arnab Rai Choudhuri
Professor Avijit Banerji

Shri Prasanta K. Bose

Dr. Manoj Kumar Chakrabarti
Professor Syamal Chakrabarti
Dr. Sabyasachi Chattopadhyay
Dr. (Mrs.) Sumitra Chaudhuri
Dr. Manas Pratim Das

Dr. D. P. Duari

Dr. S. P. Gon Chaudhuri

Shri Pathik Guha

Dr. Balaram Majumder
Professor Partha P. Majumder
Shri Sitendu Mandal

Dr. Shankarashis Mukherjee
Professor Devaprasanna Sinha
Dr. D. K. Srivastava

Professor (Mrs.) Bani Talapatra
Dr. T.V. Venkateswaran



XXXVI Training Programme on Science Communication and Media Practice 2023-2024

MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Chairperson
Shri Prasanta K. Bose, Former Chief Media Advisor, ER, American Centre, Kolkata
Conveners
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Former Advisor and Executive Secretary, ISCA and Honorary Secretary, ISNA, Kolkata
Dr. T. V. Venkateswaran, Scientist 'F', Vigyan Prasar, DST, Govt. of India, New Delhi
Members
Professor Manas Chakrabarty, Former Professor, Bose Institute and Honorary Secretary, ISNA, Kolkata
Professor Prabir Kumar Saha, Former Professor, Bose Institute and Honorary Treasurer, ISNA, Kolkata

Professor Sudhendu Mandal, Former Director, National Library and Senior Professor, Visva-Bharati and Editor-in-Chief, Science
and Culture, ISNA, Kolkata

Shri Pathik Guha, Ananda Bazar Patrika

Dr. Buroshiva Dasgupta, Professor of Sister Nivedita University, Kolkata

Professor (Mrs.) Julie Banerji, Former Khaira Professor, University of Calcutta, Kolkata
Professor Syamal Chakraborti, Former Professor of University of Calcutta

Dr. Balaram Majumder, Former Faculty of Bose Institute, Kolkata

Dr. Manas Pratim Das, A/l India Radio, Kolkata

Dr. Sumitra Chaudhuri, President, Bangiya Bijnan Parishad, Kolkata

Prof. Devaprasanna Sinha, Former Director, CAD CAM consultants Pvt. Ltd, Kolkata
Shri Asish Das, Press Institute of India, Chennai

Dr. Sabyasachi Chattopadhyay, Professor of University of Kalyani, Nedia

Shri Subhendu Chattopadhyay, Science Communicator

Dr. Arnab Kumar Banerjee, Head, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Vijaygarh Jyotish Roy College, Kolkata

Dr. Anirban Basu Roy Chowdhuri, Nodal Officer and Course Coordinator, Derozio Memorial College, Kolkata
Dr. Shankarashis Mukherjee, Professor of West Bengal State University, Barasat, 24 Parganas

Mrs. Arpita Chakraborty, Science Communicator

Dr. Minakshi De, Former Professor of Surendranath College, Kolkata

Dr. Sima Mukhopadhyay, Science Communicator

Professor Lakshiminarayan Satpati, Director, UGC- Human Resource Development Centre, University of Calcutta, Kolkata

Dr. Barnali Ray Basu, Professor of Surendranath College, Kolkata

Dr. Bakul Srimany, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Vijaygarh Jyotish Roy College, Kolkata
Dr. Neepa Banerjee, Department of Food and Nutrition, Bhairab Ganguly College, Kolkata

Dr. Sandipan Chatterjee, Research Scholar, West Bengal State University, Barasat, 24 Pargnas (N)

Ms. Barnini Bhattacharya, Research Scholar, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

Shri Sukalyan Gain, Research Scholar, University of Kalyani, Nadia

Mrs. Jhumur Datta Gupta, Deptment of Mass Communication and Journalism,Sister Nivedita University, Kolkata

Sk Jinnat Ali, Science Communicator
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INDIAN SCIENCE NEWS ASSOCIATION

The indian Science Kews Association (SNA) was founded by eminent scieatists kke Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Ray, Professor Meghnad Saha, Professor B. B, Ray, Professor D, S. Kothari and other
scalwarts The perpose was to romote diffision of knowledge laying specal stress oo the peogiess of
scenalfic studies 1n India and abeoad and acvocating methodicl application of scence to groblens of
nationa! regeneration. Vit this abjective in view, the SNA has been publishing a journal SCIENCE AND
CULTURE for nearly last nine decades.

[SHA alsn oenanises seminars, symposia and taming programmes e Sdence Communication and
Media Practice 1o diksemnata sountfic hrowledge and o e awaseness for the publlc

VIGYAN PRASAR

Vigyan Prasar is an autonemeus instinition endes Degartment of Saence and Technology, Govemment
o India, Vigyan Prasar’s obyective is to “promote scientific and rational cutfook” amongst stakebolders
o all sectors and especially redevant o growth and sustainatle deweicpment of ledia,

GROOMING SCIENCE COMMUNICATORS

Prosant day India I8 & clminaten of histencal processes that date back %0 the Indus dvilzatien and
probably teyond. Scientific restarch has led to our progress and continues to esue India's pruminent
position in the workd of nations. However, it 1emans 2 graat disadvantage for all of us thiat sgence, even
today i this country, remains lergely confined to laberaories and universiges. The dissemination of
siendfic knowlcdoe among the masses is an urgent necessity The Indlan Stience News Assockition
[ISNA| took en its shouldess the resporsibility of grooming tho e who wondd take saence to the masses.
Since 1363 the organization has remuined fecesed on onducting & certificate course ¢ Science
Communication and Media Practice. Except fer 3 few unavoidable breaks in betw een, ISKA's dedication
has sermained unflinhing. ISHA has not only trained stuoents bt also preduced books, videss, (D5, ete
that continue to serve i effective study  materal for the trainees. The course indudes |ectures,
workshops, feld vists, hands-on expenence and erients the students in such a fashion that the keamer
Qets 2 good exposure 10 the unfelding seaets of sdence and techaclogy as wel as gaing the abiity to
mmmuricate the same to the masses trosgh pent and dudko-visud media. Partidipation of Vigyan
Prasar s conmganivers bas made 1his course more effective and b piving

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Chairperson
Sht Prasanta K. Boss, Former Chief Media Adwsag R, Amencan Cendry, Xolkay

Conveners
Dr. Amit Krishna De, Farmer Advisor and Enccrtive Sacretary, 504 ool Honony Secretary, (A, Mafbatn
Dr. T. V. Venkateswaran, Soentint f, Vigyum Masar 057 Goit. of india, New Dehi
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OUTLINE OF COURSE CONTENTS

1. Communcation and journatian

L Medastuty
3. Theartotwriting andediting
' fsualmedia

5. TheatofwnductingInterview

6. Stienteand socletyand ethicaliswes

7. SueneCommunicatonthirough Secial Medss, Youtube, Facebook, Twitteg Instagram
3 P

9.

Ck debate,

10 Audio-visuale d5c "
T, Inderactive sesuors, Projects, Visits and Feedbacks

ELIGIBILITY

Applicants should be zither graduates in any stream of fimad year examiness. Those having intesest In
science wiiting / feporting in newspapes / periodizals / electronic media / social media wil be preferred.
Nppficants will be selected after 3 written examination and counseing. The dedsion of the Orguring
Committet wil be il reaeding selection.

CERTIFICATE

Certficates will be issued at the end of the courss 10 these who will quality n the final examinati on, after
atterding & least 80% dhasses and completion of class reom presentation, the pofect assigned and
evakated by the committee.

ADMISSION PROCEDURE

The apglication form Price Rs. 50 for the course may be obtained from the effice of the Indlan Science
Ne 22, Ach Kolkata - 700 009 d d from [SKA website
(Notke Board). The application form, culy iled In, should reach by Aprill 24, 2023 Last academic
Cestlicate/ Marksheet must be end csed

COURSE FEE

Names of the candidates selected for the course will be put ap on the Notice Buaed of the ISHA en

May 22, 2023 Gt ) " Jec
Incevidual Rs. 2500.00
Spansorzdcandidate Fs 400000
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active support from
University of Calcutta

Sister Nivedita University, Kolkata

ijaygarh Jyotish Ray College, Kolkata

DURATION OF THE COURSE

The dutatinn of the course is about feur months, Jume-Seplember 2023, dases bemg held fve days o
week, induding some Saturdsy and visits. Vs may abo be beld on amy weekiay
inthe day time, The dasses will be held between 6.00 p.m. and 8.00 pm. in the Rajsbazar Soence (ollege
Campin of the University of Calcutta a1 92, Mcharya Prafulla Chasedra Road, Kosata - 700 005,

Course will commence from the second week of June, 2023
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Hand In Hand

When Mike Gold, a
former NASA official,
said, “Chandrayaan 111’s
success is a victory of
Indian innovation,
human capital and the
capabilities that will
take India further,” it
was no exaggeration.
Believe it or not, India’s
two successive astral
missions, a lunar and a
solar within a short span
of time, have made it
clear that the giant
spacecraft have behind
their back a combined
toil of at least five
hundred scientists at the
ISRO and thousands of
their counterparts in
what is known as
startups.

It was not a single
stroke of serendipity.
Google has released an
astounding figure of
55,000 aerospace
companies in  the
MSME sector that had
spent sleepless nights
for the success of the
moon mission. Besides,
the NASA and the

European Space
Agency (ESA) extended
their helping hands.
This is a unique

camaraderie that goes
well with India’s slogan
for the international
summit that India had
hosted recently.

In fact, this
bonhomie should be
there if India is to excel
in space industry.
Scientists claim that
only two per cent of the
space economy has been
fruitfully utilized so far.
A country of 140
million cannot afford
luxury in 1its space
experiments. The lunar
mission’s X 615 crore
budget when compared
with NASA’s or with
the just failed moon
mission of the Russian
space agency seems to
be a penury and
behoove of that.

The Indian march of
science exemplified by
the two quick missions
is not the story of a
single day. Chan-
drayaan | was mooted at
least twenty years efore
though it came into
fruition  after eight
years. However, it could
not do much except for
orbiting around moon to
collect observatory data.
The second Chan-
drayaan mission, of
course, had met with
some success. There
would have been much
more had not there have
been a crash-landing on
the lunar  surface.

The story would
have been complete if
there had been no pin
pricking by certain
quarters that this is a
victory of science with
technology playing a
meagre roll. This is
something ludicrous as
all technologies have a
strong back-up of

science.

Science and tech-
nology are complemen-
tary to each other. Every
nut and bolt fitted into
the satellite launch
vehicle is the product of
a joint exercise. One is
meaningless without
the other.

Now that the initial
euphoria has settled
down to some extent
with a hope of Prag-
nan’s resurrection after
a fortnight ISRO
scientists are recounting
their rough and tumble
after the tragic failure of
the Chandrayaan II
mission. It was a sort of
Phoenician venture and
they had to learn from

their failures after
several  trials and
tribulations, sampling

and simulations. There
had been errors and
deviations from the path
followed but that could
not deter their determi-
nation. The goal is
loftier which will mean
more of piercing into
the sky with limited
capabilities and no
ostentations  because
India is not competing
with others.
Preliminary results
have indicated that the
lunar  surface may
contain water as well as
huge mineral reserves.
The race for the space is
somewhat indicative of
the fact that even private
space explorers are also
interested in laying their
hands on these untapped
resources like Hydrogen
from water in
abundance that could
meet the needs for
alternative energy since
non-fossil fuels will
face exhaustion in the
not-too-distant future.
Will Indian policy
makers be irresponsive
to that because space
missions require
appropriate  funding?
The question is being
raised because
apprehension is lurking
in the minds of
scientists that several
institutions are being
wound up presently.

On the lighter side,
another race is seen in
India  simultaneously
with the speed of the
spacecraft. The Mumbai
film industry, one of the
largest in the world, is
now approaching
producers with hot cake
scripts of making films
with the Chandrayaan
mission as the theme.
Already fifteen scripts
are under consideration
and the number is said
to be swelling.
Hindustan ki Shaan

Chandrayaan is one
such title, reveals a
popular daily’s
supplement. Any
question?

boseprasanta@hotmail.com

arnab_jour(@yahoo.co.in

The Saha J’{:/qﬂ

One may start with another
write-up on Meghnad Saha
(MNS) with the facts
available on him, his
family, his varied interests,
his commitments, his being
a great scientist and also a
nationalist, his linkages
with  associations,  his
publications etc.

A plethora of literature
in the form of books and
articles exist in various
media on each of the
aspects ~ with  greater
information posted and
updated from time to time.
While we understand a lot
of information have been
uploaded, much remains to
be reiterated to remember
him, particularly on his
130th birthday (born on 6
October 1893) this year,
this brief note, deliberately
reduced, is to present a
glimpse of some of the facts
that we should know about
him, besides, to remember a
few, Saha Institute of
Nuclear Physics, Indian

Meghnad Saha, A Multi-faceted Life

Devaprasanna Sinha

Science News Association.

We have hitherto started
talking about MNS in many
fora, particularly, about his
initial career, with the
names of several classmates
like Satyendra Nath Bose,
Nikhil Ranjan Sen, Jnan
Chandra Ghosh, Jnanendra
Nath Mukherjee and others,
who happened to be great
scientists in  different
disciplines. We should not
forget his strong bondage
and high respect for two
great teachers Acharya
Jagadish Chandra Bose and
Acharya Prafulla Chandra
Ray.We have read the
writings of several scientists
and other historians all over
the world who collaborated

with  MNS in many
scientific and other
developmental  projects,

both at the research level
and national development.

MNS stood second at the
undergraduate examination

in 1913 with Mathematics
2>>

(1916). From left to right: back row — M. N. Saha and J.
C. Ghosh. Centre row — R. K. Das, Acharya Prafulla
Chandra Ray and D. N. Sen. Front row — H. Sarkar and
P. Sarkar (This photograph is provided by Saha
Institute of Nuclear Physics, Calcutta, India)
(Pramod V. Naik, Meghnad Saha, His Life in Science and
Politics, Springer, 2017)

The Saha Saqa

The Scientist Who Stood For
Science Communication
Sabyasachi Chatterjee

Right from the beginning,
science movements were
implemented through the
efforts of some notable
individuals. Renowned
practising scientists were
also attached to this
movement. Among them
Meghnad Saha (1893-1956)
deserves special mention.
Apart from his scientific
papers, Meghnad Saha
wrote some excellent
popular scientific write-ups,
both in English and in the
vernacular. His articles,
other than scientific papers
were of varied subjects like
astronomy and  astro-
physics, spectroscopy,
nuclear physics (including
cosmic rays and nuclear
energy). These articles were
mainly published in the
Science and Culture. He
himself was its editor. One
article was published in the
Statesman. His Bangla
articles were published in
the contemporary popular

Meghnad Saha had a
scientific mind. He firmly
believed that ‘man can
mould his own destiny’. He
was of the opinion that
science and technology
were the tools by which
man can and has achieved
so much. Saha had a
definite opinion regarding
the relationship between
modern science and Hindu
religion. A debate took
place on this subject
between Meghnad Saha and
Anilbaran Roy. Saha started
this debate when he
delivered a lecture entitled a
new philosophy of life at
Shantiniketan ~ on 13
November 1938. The
original lecture was in
Bangla. An English version
was published in the Viswa
Bharati News.

In that debate, Saha
mainly concentrated on
intolerance in religion and
the lower status of the
working class (i.e.,

SCIENCE axo GVLTURE

A Monthly Jeurnal of Natural and Cullural Science.

Vol. XII JULY 1946 Nos. 1-1
Edied by
M N Sama
A C Uk, J ¢ Guosa
D M Bosr P Ry
L collaberation welk
Armaram (€ alcutia) S Doerr (Cal Laxy Trasuan (Deliv)
8 P Acmrkar (Meona N R Dk ( N OBUHRAHMANS AN (it galore)
Baste Anman (De G ] Fowiee B Suapara Ray  uc
K N Bacem (€ aleatial 5K OGoasw i
A C Bawermm (adabad) KV Gkl (Hongalon :
S K. Buwmgse (Delli) BOC Guna (ke A
S 8 Duarsacaw (Dethy S Hepaverenian (Dacea) 1 M Hen (Keshuagar)
H F Buavmik {Calcuiia) S L Hoka (Benares) NoOR s {Caleuttal
K Hiswas (Calcuita) R B L (t ! 5 ON Sen (Warachy)
N K Bose (Caleutfa) H K Mookerpia (Caleulta) MR Sintagr (Hvderabad-Decca
K B Ciarroravivay (Calutla) R Muokesgr (Caloalla) & 8 Soxmev [Hombay)
R N. CHowma (Jammu, Tawi) J N Muvkuerge (Delln) H K Teivenn (famshedpui)
N N Das Gurin (Calcuita) Masgex B Prrmawares (Kwacky DN Wini (Debhr)

PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE

INDIAN SCIENCE NEWS ASSQCIATION
92. UPPER CIRCULAR ROAD, CALCUTTA

A pre-Independence issue of Science and Culture during
the tenure of Dr. Meghnad Saha when he was the
Editor of the prestigious journal

vernacular periodicals like
Prabasi, Bharatbarsa, Masik
Basumati, Nabya Bharat,
Anandabazar Patrika (puja
number), and Yugabani etc.
The subjects of those
articles were also varied,
starting from the biography
of the scientists (i.e.-Albert
Einstein, Niels Bohr, Aston,
Volta, Satyandra Nath
Bose) to astronomy (i.e.
Total Solar Eclipse of
Norway), application of
science (i.e. physics in
medicine) etc.

He showed his
concern for the children by
writing articles for them.
His articles were written
mainly on the request of
Jogendranath Gupta for his
edited children magazine,
the Shishu Bharati. At that
time, Saha resided in
Allahabad from where this
Shishu  Bharati was
published. These articles
were written between 1930
and 1940. Saha wrote on the
subjects like astronomy,
mechanics, geographical
discoveries, new inventions
in science and technology.

craftsman, artists, builders
etc.) in the traditional social
hierarchy. He correctly
pointed out that there has
been no connection
between the hands and the
brain of Hindu society. That
was the reason behind the
lack of innovativeness in
the techniques of
production for thousands of
years. Saha pointed out that
the caste system was the
basis of India’s downfall
because it separated the
hand from the brain by

idealizing speculative
thinking at the cost of
physical  labour.  The

infallibility of the Vedas
was another myth he was
out to destroy. Saha rightly
said that ‘our adherence to
superstitions about the
sneeze or the clacking of the
lizard and faith in the
Panjika signify the debility
of the national character. He
successfully differentiated
astrology from astronomy.
So, this debate revealed the
scientific mind of Saha.

Department of History
University of Kalyani
sabya4(@klyuniv.ac.in
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Gelobration of National Seience Day 24
on Thursay, 26 Febnuary, 2024 2t 4.30 pm.

There: Indigenous Techmalogies for Viksi Bharat
m.

MR, $en Auditriun, University of Calcutts, Rashbehasi Sikska Prangas,
Rajabazar Campus, 97, Achatya Prafulla Chandra Road, Kalkata - 760 408

Speaker
Dr. Rupeli Gangepadhyay, Associate Probessor, Department of Chemistry,
Sister Nivedita University

et of Hoavar;
D, Indranil Sanyal, Formser Director (Headquarters),
National Comntil of Seience Museums
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Professor Santa Dutta (D, Viee-Chancelor, University of Caicutta
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Professar (Mes.) Julie Banetji
Yiea-Presideat, |SHA and darmes Khaira Professer and Head of fhe Department of Chentistry,
Uaiversity of Caleatta

Fendessar Naras Chakrabarty
Heageary Secoetiry, ISHA
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D, Amit Krihea De
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Dignitaries on the dais in the inauguration of XXXVI Training Programme 2023-2024
(L to R) Dr. Amit Krishna De, Shri Prasanta K Bose, Prof. Manas Chakrabarty, Prof. Sudhendu
Mandal, Swami Kamalasthananda Maharaj, Dr. Rajarshi Mitra, Mr. Biswarup Mukherjee and
Prof. Prabir Kumar Saha

Release of special issue of Science and Culture Third Professor Biswapati Mukherjee Memorial Lecture
(L to R) Dr. Amit Krishna De, Shri Prasanta K Bose, Prof.
Sudhendu Mandal, Dr. Atanu Pal, Prof. Manas Chakrabarty
and Prof. Prabir Kumar Saha
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Interview of Shri Subhabrata Chaudhuri, Director, BITM, Kolkata by the students at BITM Kolkata
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Visit to BIT, Kolkata Workshop on SC|ence Communication through
Puppetry by Dr. Sima Mukhopadhyay

+

Shri Anurag Kumar, irector, Science ity with the étunts at Science City



Workshop on Audio-visual Con Creatio ( oumentary Production) at Sister Nivedita University, Kolkata by
Mrs. Jumur Datta Gupta and her team
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Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti at The Asiatic Society with the students
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Shri Ujjwalendﬁ Mukhopadhyay with the students at the
office of the CID, West Bengal

Dignitaries on the dais in the Certificate Award Ceremony of
XXXVI Training Programme 2023-2024
(L to R) Dr. Amit Krishna De, Prof. Manas Chakrabarty, Prof. Anupam Basu, Prof.
Anirban Kundu, Shri Prasanta K Bose and Prof. Bikash K. Chakrabarti
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 Felicitation Professor S.K. Talapatra

a , T ]
Release of Journal Science and Culture, Vol.90, 1-2, 2024 Dignitaries distributing Certificate to college students
and Bengali e-paper Bigyan Kahon Vol 3, Issue 1 on of ‘National Level Inter-College and University Poster
National Science Day Celebration Competition” on National Science Day Celebration
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